Rediscovery of a Forgotten Palace and Harbor;

Boukoleon
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Rediscovery of a forgotten palace and harbor; Btadw
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The Palace of Boukoleon still stands on the Marnsa@shore of the city walls. It is
between the Catladikap!i and the west of the GraddcP. It is supposed that the name
Boukoleon originated from “bukolos” meaning “shepdiein the ancient Greek Language but
at the same time western writers claims that it e®fmom “bucca leone” meaning “at the
mouth of lion” (.A. p.327) and at the harbor there were a stataeball and of a lion so they

named the palace as Boukoleon. (Kazhdan)

The palace is built during the reign of Theododlug08-450) but the remains which
we can see today are largely from the reign of phédos (829-842). But there also some
Justinianic parts which are so-called house ofidiast (Bardill p.147). In addition to this, at
the era of Constantine VIl Prophyrogennetos, intémeh century, the palace was ornamented
by the representation of animals collected by diife palaces (Paspates p.177), and many
emperors had added buildings too, in order to pl@Whe needs over years. However, in late
eleventh century this palace lost its popularitgd @ives it importance to Blachernea Palace
(Harris p.9). On the substructures of the Palaeg tised marble spolia from antiquity. The

Palace had two parts and the imperial steps dividedwo areas. The walls were decorated
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with marble in different colors and the upper walith mosaics representing the triumph of
emperors, birds, animals and mythological scenesri#ip.9). The east of the building was

damaged at 1870’s during the constructions of #ikoad. During the excavations they

founded two vaults separated with a passage thiksvare the parts of the Palace which |
mentioned above. However the vaults were damageshagarthquake but at the inner vault
the workmen found some pillars with beautiful wark them and slabs which had a head of
an ox and other had a head of lion. This is a ptbaf these were the vaults of Boukoleon

Palace.l(A. p.327)

On the other hand the Boukoleon Harbor which isttexBoukoleon Palace was
separated from the sea with a breakwater. Its msneould be seen until 1960’s before the
construction of the Kennedy Caddesi. However, Aotbgists could not find yet the real
borders of the harbor. This harbor is used to sengerial family to access on sea and their
galleys, called chelandia or dromoi (Paspates p,lat7/mean while, its architecture style is

more modest than the others.
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In my brochure | will try to address to the easteant which still stands today. This part
of the palace is staircase to Justinian Il (Bamlill47). We can see the marble windows while
passing from Kennedy Caddesi. The walls are todagoi easy recognizable, normally a
person passing through the way could not understdrad is the windows like constrictions.
By having knowledge about this monument, it couddniore easy to imagine how was like
the Boukoleon palace and its harbor on its timd. &uthere are not much information about
this Palace, | will try to do best | can in orderhtelp for the imagination of the era. The area
which could be seen is an open public area meahamtgthere is not a museum to visit. You
can go and walk by the walls and watch them. Onother hand, | was able to understand
that during the month of December 2009, Vehbi KakVis working on this area, after that,

it is hoped that the secrets of the Boukoleon belbrought into light to us.

As | do pass by the Kennedy Caddesi frequently $ alavays wondered what these
windows-like walls were. | thought that this wallsvdifferent from the seawalls because it
was a dent and was pierced by monumental windoinallf | learned that it was Boukoleon
Palace. | think that many others, like me, wondeawthose windows are and why they stand
there, but they never know as they quickly padsant of them with cars. On the other hand,
| think that Boukoleon Palace is unique becauss & seafront palace but at the same time
there are not much said about this palace. Beoaiuak these reason | choose to prepare a

brochure about Boukoleon Palace.

Bibliography

e Bardill, Jonathan; Brickstamps of Constantinoplel,,\Oxford University Press, 2004,p.147

» Bent,Theodore; Byzantine Palac&he English Historical Reviewol. 2, No. 7 (Jul., 1887),
pp. 466-481, Published §yxford University Presdttp://www.jstor.org/stable/547072




OZLEM BILGIG
20050339

Istanbul Ansiklopedisi V:2 pp,327.

Harris,Jonathan;_Byzantium and the Crusad&sntinuum International Publishing Group,
2006 p.8

Kazhdan, Alexandre; "BoukoleoiThe Oxford Dictionary of Byzantiurid. Alexander P.
Kazhdan®© 1991, 2005 by Oxford University Press, Inthe Oxford Dictionary of
Byzantium: (e-reference edition). Oxford Univerdigess. Koc University. 2 December 2009
http://0-www.oxford-byzantium.com.libunix.ku.edu8®/entry?entry=t174.e0808

Paspates. A.G.;The Great Palace of Constantiniipksinger Publishing, 2004, p.176



